Draft letter for Governor David Paterson and to Secretary of State Lorraine A. Cortes-Vazquez:
On behalf of the (Name of Organization and list number of members along with tag line for instance, “the New York State Building Officials Conference, a membership association comprised of code enforcement officials throughout the state dedicated to promoting public safety through the enforcement of building and fire codes in new and existing structures and our 2500 members,” OR begin the letter, “ My name is _______, I am a code enforcement official (or whatever title,) in the town/village/city of ________.”), I am writing to express my concern that the New York State Department of State will not be purchasing code books this year.  
As you know, the Department of State has purchased code books for certified code enforcement officials employed by local jurisdictions in the state that enforce the Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code since 2002 when the code was updated.  The State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council (Code Council) updates the Building, Fire Prevention and Energy Codes every three years in conjunction with the International Code Council’s code development cycle in which jurisdictions throughout the state participate.  The Code Council recently voted to adopt the next version of the International Codes which will be effective in the fall of 2009.  

Additionally, you should be aware that the American Recovery and Renewal Act of 2009 included language in which states will receive additional resources if, “a building energy code for residential buildings meets or exceeds the most recently published International Energy Conservation Code.”  The Code Council is in the process of updating these codes however adoption without enforcement would be disadvantageous.  

Building safety codes are in effect to protect the public from disaster due to fire, structural collapse and general deterioration.  Therefore it is imperative that the code enforcement officials in New York State receive the important documents they need to do our job effectively and safely.
It is imperative that the funding be provided for code books for the next adoption cycle.  I would be happy to provide you with additional information or meet with you personally to discuss this important matter OR I appreciate your consideration of this important matter.
Sincerely,

